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Fashion’s ‘It’ Colors

How Runway Dresses, Cars—
Even Washer-Dryers—Turned
Shades of Blue, Brown

——

How Colors Run

Befare tha fashion warld
emisaced ue and biown for Fall 2005,
hints of the cambination
ware lurking in
designen’ collactive unconscinu s
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By SavLry BEaTTV

ESIGNER Trucy

Reese was [ip-

ping thoough a home-

décor magazine lnst No-

vember when she was
struck by an unusual sight: a bed-
room awash in tones of blue and
hrown.

*“it was such an odd cholee, it made
it seem super-special,”™ savs As. Reese,
who determined then and there to include
the uncommon pairing in her upcoming
fashion collection Ffor fall. “Sometimes blue

oy can seem cold. But the brown
warms it up,"” she adds.

When New York's twice-a-yvear
Fashion Week Kicks off today, de-
signers from across the fashion spee-
trium will be pushing deep blues and
rich browns as the “it” eolors for fall.
On Sunday, Ms. Reese js 2ol (o present
mma.ntir dregsses and fitted fa 'kt'.t:-' in

*Prussian blue™ and “cappuccing.” On
. ‘r’n-odnus-:id}r, Letit Rose will show Titted
hrnwn fackets and “peacock bliee™ skirts. And on 468
Thursday, Peter Som will shiw “Vermeer blue™
dresses and “chocolate brown' coals and skirts.

How much of the fashion industry simulta-
negusly decides on the same color message
iz a my=terious process, bafiling (o those
ouiside the trade. Ask designers where
their cotor cholces come from and mosi
will cite individual artistic inspriations.

Desipner Nanetie Lepore, for ex-
ample, says the peacock blues she is
set to present in her collection Tues-
day were inspired by her wvaca-
thons on Italy”™s Amalfi coast. “I"s
in my psyche,” she says. Peler
Som  savs Johannes Vermeer,
whose painting “Girl with a Pear)
Earring™ was the subject of a
novel and then a 2003 movie, inspired
his blue dresses for fall,

But behind the scenes, the process
of choeosing seasorid colors s mare
calculated than it appears. One of the
Koy pluarers in the game = Pantone
.. _th& ‘color-standands company.
Tﬂda:r'.. it plans to: unveil its closely
walched forecast, a 40-page spiral-
bound book ranking the top 10 fashion
colors for Fall 2005. Mo. 1 on the list: Mo-
roccan Blue. No. 2: Glazed Ginger.

Blue and brown's journey to the top began about
five yedars ago, when the colors swere two of several
dozen that Pantone was monitoring for its design
clients. Pantone, based [n Carlstadt, N.J., scours
magazines, advertising, movies and other facets of
pop’ culture for color cues; it surveys art exhibits
and socio-economic trends, and even considers the .
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Designer Tracy Reese says sesing this bed
in Blle: Diéoor magazinge (detall above)
kelped inspire her Fall 2005 collection,

Mew HitchenfAid Accolade mixer in Willow Blue
($139.598, available Fabl 2005)
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AL e 2005 Gekdan Globe Awands: bronsihe.
Charilze Theron (lefl), weanng Chiistian Dior in
blise; Marcia Cross from ‘Desperate Housswies

In chacolate vehvet by Fachand Tylee

Clockwise from top: Slne
itress from Trocy Reese;
trlree-and-tiroren print dress from
Termesen; full Blive sioirl and
Hphr-Brmene _jiacke! from. Lala
Rose; multicolored @ress with
Jull skird from Betsey Joknson.
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Dceaanside Glasstile, & Carsbed, Calil., compan
founded in 1992, wses reoycled giass and aw
sand 10 make shimmering. Diue-beown mosaic G

2000,/ MILLENNILM
Cerulepn Blue
15-4020 TPX

FALL /2001
Fuchsia Rose
17-2031 TPX

Kenmore's new Elite HE4L washers
and dryars in Pacific Blue,

SPRING /2002 Champagne and Sedana;

Sunblrm
16-1429 TPX

FALL/2002
Tibelan Red
191934 TPX

SPRING/Z0O4 HUL/2004

== Fennal Sead - Gourmet silk-screened chocoiales from
Tigar Lily SPRING/2005 H 2
SPRING /2003 FALL/Z003 17-1456 TPX 170929 TP g Turquoise : JI'I'iurlﬂB:'IIIL:I mcm I‘cu.!:dgd in 2000,
Aqua-Sky Polignac 15-5217 TP i pictured Bny's sinature bow

14-4811 TPX 16-1712 TPX




